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Exploring Go Boxes
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Tom’s Definitions

Go Bag:

Small bag that contains radio, coax, antenna and minimal other items needed
to get on the air. “Grab & Go”

Go Box:

A container that primarily consists of the radio and power system permanently
mounted in an enclosure. May include other items like an antenna tuner,
meters, power distribution, battery, etc.

Go Kit:

Consists of a Go Box, Antenna, Coax, Rope, Stakes, Headphones, Computer, etc.




Why Build a “Go Box"?

» Public Service (bike rides, races, balloon festival)
»Emergency Communications (ARES/RACES)

» Contesting (Field Day, TXQP, TSPOTA)

> POTA, SOTA, IOTA

»Vactioning

» Maximizing use of your radio equipment

» For FUN!




What do you want your “Go Box” To do?

>VHF/UHF Only
»HF Only
>“DC To Daylight”: VHF/UHF/HF
» Modes: SSB, AM, FM, CW, Digital
» Computer Interface
»A/C, Battery or both
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Features/Functionality



Considerations for building a Go Box:

» Cost

> Size and Weight

»Wheels

»Mode (CW, Digital, SSB)

»Home AND Field OR Field Only?

»Solo operation in the field or part of a group?
» Computer Connections




For HF Operations,
How Small Can We GO?

@ ELECRAFT
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Radio, Microphone,
2 Batteries, CW Key,
DigiRig, A/C Charger




X2 Case, Coax
Headphones &
3 Antennas, Rope,
Throwing Weight




For Public Service
ARES

VHF/UHF Solution
Radio Box

Power Box
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Pelican Case
Cutting Board
LiPo Battery
PowerGate
Velcro

Wire Ties




Pelican Case
Cutting Board

DC Power Supply
RigRunner

Wire Ties
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Contesting, POTA,
SOTA, IOTA, Public
Service, ARES,
RACES, etc.

ALL of the above!




Tom’s Strategy for HF
Go Box Operations

Audio, BP Filtering and External Tuner

Networking Go Box

Radio Go Box




K5LOL Radio Go Box
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K5LOL Networking Box

Based on David Duke (KM5YQ-SK)

Lo

_—g 1= L




bh‘ﬁ Compact In-Line noiss Eliminating Module-

Green » Fitar On

OSe Stats | Orange > Fiker Of
Noise s Red » Low Baliery Speaker In »
Canceli Flahing > Signal Ovedoad
Line in »

Prass
8°
H—O—- ono Phones »
Power/ Filter DCin
Volume ,S,; Level { 8-16v >

Tune

¥ — = =
., LA L I\ ]

Swe 14 13 15 17 20 25 30 Owr
A2 -

~ Bypess
AT-100Proll Autotuner

0

;
O\
behringer 177/ AMP Rl )

ULTRA-COMPACT 4-CHANNEL STEREO HEADPHONE AMPLIRER

ON LEVELA LEVELZ LEVEL3  LEVELA

—"TT P
FILTERMAX Il

= s s
160 80 40 20

SN}
OFF,
/15

L0




“Tools Of The Trade”
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HVAC Hanger Velcro Heavy Duty Greenlee Punch
Strap $5 @ HD S9 @ Amazon Zip Ties 5/8” Hole
S18 @ Amazon S83 @ Amazon



VIF

Metrocrest'/Am

A GOOD Label Maker



Where Can | get Ideas from?

A.Other Members of our club

B. Hamfests

C. Public Service Events

D.“Go Kit Challenge”: https://gokitchallenge.org/ (March 21; 8AM-Noon)
E. Social Media like Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/groups/216482781809328
F. YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPB4WDS5F9Ns



https://gokitchallenge.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/216482781809328
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kPB4WD5F9Ns

What Will You Build?

7= {df One day Son
1 3 = all this will be

yours.
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